


Latest Statewide Poll Shows Property Tax Proposal Does Not Have Enough Support
Miami (April 4, 2007)—Florida International University’s Metropolitan Center, an urban think tank, released a poll today showing that education is no longer the number one issue for Florida voters. Replacing education as the key issues are taxes (24.9%), insurance (21.6%), and crime (13.3%). The property tax reform has been proposed by House Republicans to address the increasing costs of property taxes and homeowners insurance for Florida residents.

The Statewide poll included 605 registered voters, by partisan identification, gender, and ethnicity. The poll was conducted by the FIU Metropolitan Center from March 5-23, 2007.
“This poll makes it evident that pocket-book issues such as property tax, insurance, and affordable housing are the most important issues for Floridians,” said Dr. Dario Moreno, Director of the Metropolitan Center. “Education as slipped to fifth amongst Florida’s issues,” he added. 
The poll results also show that only a slim plurality (38%) of Florida’s registered voters support swapping property taxes for a 2.5% increase in sales tax. Moreover, when asked to identify unreasonable costs, voters clearly view tax and insurance as the most burdensome; with 31.2% choosing insurance costs and 25.8% choosing property taxes. 

 Additional findings of the poll include:

· Only 49.1% of Florida voters were “familiar” or “very familiar” with the proposal to eliminate property tax;

· Hispanics at 51.5% and Republicans and independents at 54.7% were the best informed;

· Only 38% of Florida’s voters would support eliminating property taxes in exchange for a 2.5% sales tax increase; and

· While 35.3% of the voters either “oppose” or “strongly oppose” the proposal, “No Opinion” is at 26.6%.
For more information regarding this poll, please contact Vanessa Brito, Communications Director at the FIU Metropolitan Center, (305) 349-1255 or (786) 395-9851. Additional data is available for review. 

The Metropolitan Center at Florida International University is engaged in the study of the demographics, economics and politics of South Florida. The overall goal of the Center, as an “applied research” institute, is to provide decision-makers with the best possible information to forge solutions to the problems confronting South Florida’s urban areas. The Center provides research, training, and technical assistance to governmental and nonprofit institutions in South Florida. The Center provides usable knowledge to inform decision-makers on economic development, land use, housing and public opinion. It also provides organizational management planning and development to strengthen local area organizations’ ability to serve their client basis. To learn more about the FIU Metropolitan Center, visit the Center’s website at http://metropolitan.fiu.edu. 
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