Rodriguez Piña named Chair of Metropolitan Center Board 
Miami (June 12, 2007) – Rick Rodriguez Piña, Founder and President of Piña and Associates, has been named Chair of the Board of Directors of the FIU Metropolitan Center. Piña, appointed to the board in 2003, succeeds Sandra Gonzalez-Levy, Senior Vice President of Terremark Worldwide Inc.
Piña founded Piña and Associates in 1993 following a career as manager of business expansion and retention at the Beacon Council in Miami-Dade, as Policy Director of the Florida Department of Commerce and as Governmental Liaison at the United Way of Miami-Dade County.
“Mr. Piña’s experience and commitment will be an asset to advancing the mission of the Metropolitan Center,” said Dr. Dario Moreno, Director of the FIU Metropolitan Center. “Rick has been working closely with all the members of the Center’s Advisory Board to help expand the influence of the Center’s work throughout South Florida and the rest of the State.”
The Metropolitan Center at Florida International University is engaged in the study of the demographics, economics and politics of South Florida. The overall goal of the Center, as an “applied research” institute, is to provide decision-makers with the best possible information to forge solutions to the problems confronting South Florida’s urban areas. The Center provides research, training, and technical assistance to governmental and nonprofit institutions in South

Florida. The Center provides usable knowledge to inform decision-makers on economic development, land use, housing and public opinion. It also provides organizational management planning and development to strengthen local area organizations’ ability to serve their client basis.
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