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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Latino National Survey Consortium to Present Key Poll Findings on February 7th in Miami
Miami (February 5, 2008) – Former City of Miami Mayor, Maurice Ferre will provide commentary at this Thursday’s MetroForum breakfast entitled “Key Findings from the 2006 Latino National Survey – The Political Rise of Latinos in Florida.” Ferre was the first Hispanic Mayor of the City of Miami.
The discussion will be presented by the Latino National Survey (LNS) Consortium and hosted by the FIU Metropolitan Center, and seeks to bring together Hispanics of all national origins. With 8,634 respondents in 15 states and the DC metro area, the LNS provides an opportunity to reflect on the underlying trends and dynamics at work among this complex and diverse ethnic minority.

The MetroForum Breakfast, will take place on Thursday, February 7, 2008 from 8:00 am – 9:30 am, at the Havana Club at the Miami City Club, 200 South Biscayne Boulevard on the 55th floor. 

The discussion will be moderated by Dr. Dario Moreno, Director of FIU’s Metropolitan Center. Time and interest permitting, areas of assimilation, immigration policy, and civic/political participation may be addressed.
The breakfast forum is free of charge, but seating is limited. If you wish to attend, or have media inquiries, please contact Vanessa Brito at 305-349-1255, or via e-mail at Vanessa.Brito@fiu.edu.

Latinos now represent over 14 percent of the U.S. population, and estimates for the 2008 elections show Latinos contributing 8 percent of votes cast, the Latino National Survey constitutes the largest social science survey of Latinos ever conducted. The LNS allows for detailed analysis by national origin, generation, state and metro area. This public presentation will focus on findings in four key areas around Latinos in the U.S. and Florida- questions of Latino pan-ethnic identity and political linkages; intra-Latino group relations, policy interests of the Cuban community, and partisanship. 

Dr. Moreno is the Director of the FIU Metropolitan Center and professor of Political Science at FIU.  Dr. Moreno has an extensive experience in polling and survey research. He is considered one of the leading polling experts in our community and is sought locally and nationally for his analytical skills. Dr. Moreno has done over 200 surveys in South Florida, including work for the City of Miami, the Human Service Coalition, The Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel, and Congressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart.  He has also published numerous articles and books on Miami and Florida politics. He is a contributing editor to the Harvard Journal of Hispanic Policy, and has been a Pew Scholar at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, and a Fulbright scholar in Costa Rica.

The MetroForum breakfast series provides neutral ground for the discussion of public policy. The breakfast brings academics, elected officials and business and community leaders together around issues of critical concern to South Florida.

The Metropolitan Center at Florida International University is engaged in the study of the demographics, economics and politics of South Florida. The overall goal of the Center, as an “applied research” institute, is to provide decision-makers with the best possible information to forge solutions to the problems confronting South Florida’s urban areas. The Center provides research, training, and technical assistance to governmental and nonprofit institutions in South Florida. The Center provides usable knowledge to inform decision-makers on economic development, land use, housing and public opinion. It also provides organizational management planning and development to strengthen local area organizations’ ability to serve their client basis.

The LNS is Presented by:
Luis Fraga, Professor of Political Science, University of Washington

John Garcia, Professor of Political Science, University of Arizona

Rodney Hero, Professor of Political Science, Notre Dame University

Michael Jones-Correa, Professor of Government, Cornell University

Valerie Martinez-Ebers, Professor of Political Science, University of North Texas

Gary Segura, Professor of Political Science, University of Washington


Media Inquiries:

Vanessa Brito

Director, Marketing & Communications

150 S.E. 2nd Avenue, Suite 500

Miami, Florida 33131

Tel. 305.349.1255

Fax 305.349.1271

Email: Vanessa.Brito@fiu.edu
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