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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Speaker Rubio to Discuss 2008 Legislative Issues,  Metropolitan Center to release Poll on Public Perception
Miami (January 15, 2008) – Florida House of Representatives Speaker Marco Rubio will be the keynote speaker at a breakfast entitled “Florida’s 2008 Legislative Session: What Happens Next?” Dr. Dario Moreno, Director of Florida International University’ Metropolitan Center, will also speak about the upcoming session.

The Metropolitan Center will release the results of a countywide poll conducted from January 4-January 11, 2008. The survey results, aimed at identifying important policy issues to the voters of Miami-Dade County, will guide the morning discussion with Dr. Moreno and Speaker Rubio.
The discussion will be moderated by Dr. Ronald Berkman, Provost and Executive Vice President of Florida International University. Dr. Berkman has authored, co-authored or co-edited five books and numerous articles on municipal government, public policy, economic development, community development, crime, and corrections policy. He recently served as Co-Chair of Miami-Dade Empowerment Zone Planning Committee, overseeing the preparation of a successful application for designation as a Federal Empowerment Zone.

Speaker Rubio will address the issues reflected in the survey findings and discuss the pertinence of these during the 2008 Legislative session. It is expected that Speaker Rubio will share his views on the ways the State Legislature can address the concerns of Miami-Dade residents. 
The MetroForum Breakfast, sponsored by AT&T Telecommunications, will take place on Wednesday, January 16, 2007 from 8:00 am – 9:30 am, at the Havana Club at the Miami City Club, 200 South Biscayne Boulevard on the 55th floor. 

The breakfast forum is free of charge, but seating is limited. If you wish to attend, or have media inquiries, please contact Vanessa Brito at 305-349-1255, or via e-mail at Vanessa.Brito@fiu.edu.

Speaker Rubio is entering his second year as Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives. In April of 1998, Rubio was elected to the West Miami City Commission. He served on the City Commission until January of 2000, when he was elected in a special election to fill a vacancy in House District 111.  He has subsequently been re-elected to the House. In November of 2006, Rubio became Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives. He is the first Hispanic and second youngest person in Florida’s history to preside over a legislative body. The Speaker of the House is a constitutional office regarded by many as the second most powerful post in state government.

Dr. Moreno is the Director of the FIU Metropolitan Center and professor of Political Science at FIU.  Dr. Moreno has an extensive experience in polling and survey research. He is considered one of the leading polling experts in our community and is sought locally and nationally for his analytical skills. Dr. Moreno has done over 200 surveys in South Florida, including work for the City of Miami, the Human Service Coalition, The Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel, and Congressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart.  He has also published numerous articles and books on Miami and Florida politics. He is a contributing editor to the Harvard Journal of Hispanic Policy, and has been a Pew Scholar at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, and a Fulbright scholar in Costa Rica.

The MetroForum breakfast series provides neutral ground for the discussion of public policy. The breakfast brings academics, elected officials and business and community leaders together around issues of critical concern to South Florida.

AT&T, sponsor of the MetroForum Breakfast Series, is a Fortune 100 company whose core business is in wireless communication. AT&T is the leading communications service provider in the southeaster United States. The company strives to provide high-quality data, voice and video communications and services. For more information on AT&T, visit www.att.com.

The Metropolitan Center at Florida International University is engaged in the study of the demographics, economics and politics of South Florida. The overall goal of the Center, as an “applied research” institute, is to provide decision-makers with the best possible information to forge solutions to the problems confronting South Florida’s urban areas. The Center provides research, training, and technical assistance to governmental and nonprofit institutions in South Florida. The Center provides usable knowledge to inform decision-makers on economic development, land use, housing and public opinion. It also provides organizational management planning and development to strengthen local area organizations’ ability to serve their client basis.
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