
THE BURDEN OF
STUDENT LOANS

Student loans can:
 

Increase access to higher
education
Help young people build
their credit history
Finance additional costs

However, student loans can
also:
 

Be extremely difficult to
remove via bankruptcy 
Delay financial life-plans
and retirement
Increase financial burdens 

Student Loan debt has consistently increased over the past decade, leaving
those with student debt unable to optimally participate in the economy,

face delayed first-time home ownership, and have increased financial challenges
for retirement.  
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Outstanding student loan debt for recent graduates has negatively
impacted housing markets - first-time home buyers have declined

the most for the 25-34 age group.
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Why it Matters?

Retirees with student loan debt have less savings than
those without debt, and risk retirement benefits being garnished if
debt is defaulted.  

In certain states, defaulting on student loans can lead to
revoked professional work licenses as well as state issued
licenses. 

40% of student loan debt held by those older than 60, is in default
status.

Women hold 2/3's of all student loan debt - nearly $900 Billion in
mid-2018

Median household incomes have barely budged since 1976, yet the
median price of college attendance has more than doubled.
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