
Sector Miami Hurricane & 
Natural Disaster Plan 2015



Captain of the Port Mission
Ensure all elements of the Marine Transportation 

System  (MTS) and vessels in the possible path of an 
approaching hurricane or severe storm are prepared 
at least twelve hours prior to its arrival to minimize  

negative impacts



MTS = Essential Elements 

Critical Aids to Navigation
Bridges
Bulk Liquid Facilities
Containerized Cargo Facilities
Shipyards
High Capacity Passenger   

Vessels and Ferry Terminals
Small Passenger Vessels
Barges
Vessel Salvage/Wreck 

Removal
Oil  / HAZMAT Pollution
Federal waterways



COTP Mission 
(Community)

• Execute post storm response operations in 
support of the public: 
- Search and Rescue 
- Emergency support to local and county 

emergency managers





Seasonal Average



USCG Preparedness Definition
Tropical Storm Force Winds - 39-54 MPH

Readiness Conditions are based upon the approach 
of  SUSTAINED Tropical Storm Force Winds 
associated with Tropical Cyclone activity 
(Depressions, Storms Hurricanes)
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Hurricane IKE 2008



Coast Guard Sector Miami:  

Expect Tropical Storm Force winds 9 Sept 08 at 0200.



Port Hurricane Conditions

Condition Set by COTP Port Status

Whiskey

“Watch Condition”

Sustained Tropical Storm 
force winds are forecast 
within 72 hrs.

COTP will commence the 
teleconference cycle with 
the Severe Weather 
Advisory Team (SWAT)

Facilities begin removing 
all debris and secure 
flying hazards

Implement container 
stacking plans; if unable 
to lower to 4 high must 
seek approval from COTP



Port Hurricane Conditions

Condition Set by COTP Port Status

X-Ray

“Watch Condition”

Sustained Tropical Storm 
force winds are forecast 
within 48 hrs.

COTP will deploy liaisons 
to County EOCs to 
coordinate bridge lock-
downs

Facilities secure hazmat 
and potential pollution 
sources

Vessels >500GT prepare 
to depart port by Yankee 
or submit mooring plans 
to COTP by Yankee

Facilities lower container 
stacks to 4 high

Prepare to terminate 
cargo operations



Port Hurricane Conditions
Condition Set by COTP Port Status

YANKEE

“Warning Condition”

Sustained Tropical Storm  
force winds are forecast 
within 24 hrs.

Note: some bridges may 
be locked down if 
experiencing high gusts 
of wind

Port closed to inbound 
traffic

Vessels >500GT must 
depart port/anchorage 
unless COTP approved

Terminate facility 
operations not 
associated with storm 
preparations 



Port Hurricane Conditions
Condition Set by COTP Port Status

ZULU

“Danger Condition”

Sustained Gale force 
winds are forecast  
within 12 hrs.

Most if not all bridges 
should be expected to be 
locked-down

All vessels >500GT must 
have departed 
port/anchorage unless 
COTP approved

Port is closed to 
waterfront activities

All facility operations 
must cease unless 
specifically approved by 
COTP



Port Hurricane Conditions
Condition Set by COTP Port Status

Post Storm

“Assess, Reconstitute, 
and Recovery Phase”

Storm has passed, Winds 
less than Tropical Storm 
Force

Reopen shipping 
channel(s) and ports 
when weather conditions 
permit

Port Teams assess ATON, 
Facility and waterway 
status

Coordinate bridge re-
opening with County 
EOCs

Affected Ports - No 
vessel movement until 
ATON and channel 
surveys are conducted 

Facilities conduct 
damage assessment –
reconstitute Facility 
Security Plans – no 
commercial activity until 
Security Plans are 
recovered

No waterside activity 
unless approved by 
COTP



__________ WATER LEVEL





http://homeport.uscg.mil/miami

http://homeport.uscg.mil/miami


Any Questions???? 
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